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REMARKS 

Claims 1 - 20 are in this application and are presented for consideration. By this 

Amendment, Applicant has made clarifying changes to each of independent claims 1 and 9. 

These claims highlight the feature of the invention with the connecting element transmitting 

rotary motion of the handwheel to the thread sleeve while not transmitting axial movement to 

allow for a lifting movement between a handwheel and the threaded sleeve. Additionally, 

Applicant has added new claims 17-20. New independent claim 17 highlights some of the 

features in claims which have been indicated to be allowable. 

Claims 1, 2, 9 and 10 have been rejected as being anticipated by Taylor (U.S. Patent 
4,932,434). 

The Taylor reference discloses an adjustable safety relief valve such as the valve of the 
embodiment of Figure 4. This embodiment includes a security cover 72 that surrounds wrench 
flats 56. Although this is not a handwheel, it is presumed that a handwheel is considered to be 
equivalent to various structures which could be adjusted by hand of with a tool (equivalent to 
the wrench flats 56 which can be engaged for a wrench for adjustment) as per the embodiment 
of Figure 4 of Taylor. Although a broad interpretation and wide range of equivalents may be 
appropriate, Applicant's invention is advantageously applied in the field in which the setting of 
the valve is to be adjusted by a human and wherein a handwheel is advantageously used. The 
Taylor device uses the wrench engageable flat 1 56 for adjusting the position of structure 160 
(reference numeral 160 does not appear in the text of the Taylor reference but it is presumed 
this is the same as the compression member 60 of the other embodiment). By moving this 
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element 160 the force of the spring 170 is changed so as to change the applied pressure on the 
valve member 30. The device of Figure 4 operates by preventing element 160 from rotating 
thereby forcing it to move axially upon rotation of the wrench flats 156. This is clearly a 
different valve structure as compared to the structure of Applicant's invention as claimed. Of 
course element 160 does move axially but is prevented from moving in rotation, such that 
rotation of structure 150 will result in axial movement of structure 160. Further, Taylor fails 
to teach an axial disengagement of the valve member 130 from the device for adjusting the 
pressure. As such, Taylor fails to teach a key feature of Applicant's invention, namely the 
ability to open the valve with the handwheel with the lifting movement wherein the valve shaft 
which is connected to the valve follows the axial lifting movement of the handwheel. 

Taylor mils to teach the combination of features as set forth in Applicant's claims. For 
example, Taylor fails to teach a threaded sleeve that rotates with the rotation of the handwheel 
to move the threaded sleeve axially and a connection between the handwheel and the threaded 
sleeve that translates the rotational movement without transmitting axial movement. Taylor 
also fails to teach and fails to suggest the valve sleeve connected to th* hanrfwwi SUC h that the 
lifting movement of the handwheel results in a lifting of the valve, connected to the valve shaft. 

Applicant's invention is clearly novel as claimed, compared to the teachings of Taylor 
and the prior art as a whole. Further, the combination of features is neither taught nor 
suggested by the prior art including Taylor. The invention allows for a setting of the closing 
force in an advantageous and precise manner while also allowing a brief release of the closing 
element wherein both the closing for setting and the brief release are accomplished with the 
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same element, namely the claimed handwheel. As such, it is Applicant's position that the claims 
as presented patemably define over the prior art as a whole. 
Favorable consideration is requested. 


Respectfully submitted 
for Applicant, 
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